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Earnings Growth in 2010s was the lowest since the Napoleonic Wars



Aref-Adib et al (2024) Back for more? Putting the 2024 Spring Budget in context. 

https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/publications/back-for-more/ 

https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/publications/back-for-more/


Calvert Jump et al (2023) The Macroeconomics of Austerity.

https://progressiveeconomyforum.com/publications/the-macroeconomics-of-austerity/ 

The cost of austerity spending cuts in 

public spending growth, came to £91bn of 

lost public expenditure in the final year of 

the austerity programme, or £540bn over 

2010-19.

The £540 Billion Pound UK Austerity Spending Cuts: 2010-2019

https://progressiveeconomyforum.com/publications/the-macroeconomics-of-austerity/


The Growth of Wealth 

Inequality in the UK: 

2006/08 to 2018/20



The Economic Effects of Austerity and the COVID Pandemic on the UK

Source: Impact of Covid on the UK's Economy and Health Service.

https://bhawkins3.substack.com/p/impact-of-covid-on-the-uks-economy 

https://bhawkins3.substack.com/p/impact-of-covid-on-the-uks-economy


•62% of children and 
working-age adults in 
poverty in 2021/22 lived in 
families where at least one 
adult was working part-
time or more, up from 44% 
in 1996/97.

•15% of children and 
working-age adults in 
poverty in 2021/22 lived in 
families where all adults 
were working and at least 
one adult was working full 
time (i.e. high work 
intensity families).

Source: https://www.health.org.uk/evidence-hub/money-and-resources/poverty/in-work-poverty-trends 

https://www.health.org.uk/evidence-hub/money-and-resources/poverty/in-work-poverty-trends


Source: UK Poverty 2024, Joseph Rowntree Foundation.

https://www.jrf.org.uk/uk-poverty-2024-the-essential-guide-to-understanding-poverty-in-the-uk 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/uk-poverty-2024-the-essential-guide-to-understanding-poverty-in-the-uk


Food Insecurity in the UK has doubled since 2018

In January 

2024, 15% of 

households 

experienced 

Food 
Insecurity 

In January 

2024, 20% of 

households 

with children 

experienced 
Food 

Insecurity 

https://foodfoundation.org.uk/initiatives/f

ood-insecurity-tracking#tabs/Round-14 

https://foodfoundation.org.uk/initiatives/food-insecurity-tracking
https://foodfoundation.org.uk/initiatives/food-insecurity-tracking


“the Committee considers that there is reliable evidence 

that the threshold of grave or systematic violations of the 

rights of persons with disabilities has been crossed” 

This was due to austerity measures implemented by the UK Government

United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities Report on the UK, 2017

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1311200?ln=en 

2% of the population - the people 

with the greatest needs - will bear 

the burden of 25% of all the cuts’

Source: Duffy, S. (2014) A Fair Society? How 

the Cuts Target Disabled People. Sheffield, 

Centre for Welfare Reform. 

http://www.centreforwelfarereform.org/uploa

ds/attachment/354/a-fair-society.pdf 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1311200?ln=en
http://www.centreforwelfarereform.org/uploads/attachment/354/a-fair-society.pdf
http://www.centreforwelfarereform.org/uploads/attachment/354/a-fair-society.pdf


Alexandra Gowlland (Deputy Director Disability Unit, Cabinet Office) said  that the 

government is committed the “transforming the benefits system” by:

• ‘Focusing on what disabled people can do, not what they can’t’.

• “Stepping up employment support”.

• Ensuring disabled people can “access the right support [from the DWP] at the right time”.

The UN committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities members stated:

“We find a pervasive framework and rhetoric that devalues disabled people and undermines 

their human dignity. Reforms within social welfare benefits are premised on a notion that 

disabled people are undeserving and skiving off and defrauding the system. This has resulted in 

hate speech and hostility towards disabled people.”

Rosemary Kayess, (Vice-chair, UN Committee on the Rights of Disabled People -18th March 

2024; Source: 710th meeting, 30th Session CRPD - https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1s/k1svtljvtr 

(47min 10 sec)

“we have heard numerous reports of persons with disabilities facing intolerable situations, 

even death, when trying to comply with the eligibility requirements of the UK government’s 

benefit regimes, work capability assessments and programmes administering support for 

independent living within the community.” Professor Laverne Jacobs (UN CRPD member) 

(710th meeting, 30th Session CRPD - https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1s/k1svtljvtr (50min 15 sec)

The UN asked the UK Government to report on the implementation of its 

2017 recommendations in August 2023. The UK Government refused to 

attend the meeting and eventually reported in March 2024

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1s/k1svtljvtr
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1s/k1svtljvtr


Income Poverty Rates by Age Group in OECD Countries in the mid-1980s

OECD poverty = less than half the median national household income.
https://www.oecd-forum.org/posts/the-poverty-risk-has-shifted-from-the-elderly-to-young-people 

In the mid-1980s, older people were on average more likely to be poor than children or 
people of working age.

https://www.oecd-forum.org/posts/the-poverty-risk-has-shifted-from-the-elderly-to-young-people


Changes in Income Poverty Rates by Age Group in OECD Countries 1980s to 2018

OECD poverty = less than half the median national household income.
https://www.oecd-forum.org/posts/the-poverty-risk-has-shifted-from-the-elderly-to-young-people 

Poverty amongst older people has declined and child and working age poverty has increased 
over the past 40 years.  This long term trend accelerated considerable after the 2008 
financial crisis in OECD countries.

https://www.oecd-forum.org/posts/the-poverty-risk-has-shifted-from-the-elderly-to-young-people


constituency

Missed a 
payment on a 
household bill 

Cut back on the amount 
of hot water, heating or 

electricity that me or my 
household use

Cut back on 
food spending

Missed meals or 
gone without food

Bristol East 10 56 52 14

Bristol North West 9 57 45 13
Bristol South 9 54 48 16
Bristol West 11 50 43 13

Bristol Average 10 54 47 14

Estimated Deprivation & Hunger in Bristol: 

September 2022

Opinium conducted a poll of 10,495 GB adults from 26-30 September 2022 designed to be representative of the national population - 

https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/MRP_Tables.xlsx 
Bristol Quality of Life Survey 2023/24 (3,928 Bristol respondents) https://www.bristol.gov.uk/council-and-mayor/statistics-census-

information/quality-of-life-in-bristol 

The Bristol Quality of Life Survey (2023/24) found that;

34% reduced spending on other essentials due to high energy prices

31% were worried about being able to keep their homes warm in winter

13% money problems stopped them getting involved with their community

9%  financial circumstances prevents them from leaving their home
8% suffered from moderate/severe food insecurity in 2022/23 and in 2023/24

https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/MRP_Tables.xlsx
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/council-and-mayor/statistics-census-information/quality-of-life-in-bristol
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/council-and-mayor/statistics-census-information/quality-of-life-in-bristol
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